Fiscal Year 2019-2020 accountability report by South Carolina Department of Commerce
AGENCY NAME:  SC Department of Commerce 



















































AGENCY NAME: SC Department of Commerce 
AGENCY CODE: P320 SECTION: 50 
A-2
Is the agency in compliance with various requirements to transfer its records, including electronic ones, to the 
Department of Archives and History?  See the Public Records Act (S.C. Code Ann. § 30-1-10 through 30-1-180) and 





 ☒     ☐ 
Is the agency in compliance with S.C. Code Ann. § 1-23-120(J), which requires an agency to conduct a formal review 
of its regulations every five years? 
Yes No 
REGULATION
REVIEW:  ☒     ☐ 
Please identify your agency’s preferred contacts for this year’s accountability report. 
Name Phone Email 
PRIMARY CONTACT: Chris Huffman 803-737-0462 chuffman@sccommerce.com 
SECONDARY CONTACT: Michael McInerney 803-737-3949 mmcinerney@sccommerce.com 
I have reviewed and approved the enclosed FY 2019–2020 Accountability Report, which is complete and accurate 
to the extent of my knowledge. 
AGENCY DIRECTOR
(SIGN AND DATE): 
  9/14/2020 
(TYPE/PRINT NAME): Robert M. Hitt III 
BOARD/CMSN CHAIR








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Agency Code:      P320 Section: 50
General Other Federal TOTAL General Other Federal TOTAL
I. Administration & Support To support the agency with legal, finance, budget, 
information technology and human resources services.  $         1,595,787   $             250,984   $         1,846,771   $         1,450,000   $             380,000   $         1,830,000  5.1.1
II.A. Global Business Development To recruit new and existing expansions and locations; to 
increase the capital investment and number of jobs in 
South Carolina.
 $         4,388,258   $               84,774   $         4,473,032   $         4,090,000   $             110,000   $         4,200,000 
1.1.1,1.1.2,1.1.3,1.1.4,1.2.1
,1.2.2
II.B. Small Business and Existing 
Industry
To help South Carolina companies both large and small 
achieve peak performance by bringing together 
professionals who offer a wealth of experience in key 
areas to offer a dynamic approach that helps businesses 
and communities prosper.
 $         1,811,631   $             327,355   $             224,725   $         2,363,711   $         1,800,000   $             340,000   $             200,000   $         2,340,000 
1.1.3,2.1.1,2.1.2,2.1.3,2.1.4
,2.2.1,2.2.2,2.2.3
II.C. Community & Rural Development To assist local leaders in achieving success for their 
communities through product development, asset 
development and leadership and community investment.  $       10,983,749   $             781,159   $       11,764,908   $       22,000,000   $             800,000   $       22,800,000  3.1.1,3.1.2,3.3.1,3.3.2
II.D Marketing, Communications and 
Research
To develop marketing strategies utilizing the State’s 
brand in recruiting industry and attracting investments 
to the State.  To provide real-time, accurate data, 
information, and research to support the mission of the 
agency in recruiting industry and attracting investments 
to the State.
 $         1,781,931   $         1,781,931   $         1,940,000   $         1,940,000 
1.1.1,1.1.2,1.1.3,1.1.4,1.2.1
,1.2.2
II.E.1  Grant Programs - Coordinating 
Council for Economic Development
To assist with economic development projects that will 
represent new jobs and capital investment in the state, 
either as a result of new business locations or existing 
business retention and expansion. 
 $       27,534,935   $       43,306,797   $       70,841,732   $       30,000,000   $       58,815,000   $       88,815,000  1.1.1,1.1.2,1.1.4,1.2.1,1.2.2
II.E.2  Grant Programs - Community 
Development Block Grant
To assist communities with grants for infrastructure, 
housing, economic development and planning.  $             618,434   $         1,540,196   $       15,650,668   $       17,809,298   $             390,000   $             340,000   $       18,765,000   $       19,495,000  3.2.1,3.2.2,3.2.3,3.2.4
II.F   Regional Education Centers To work with business community and educational 
system to bridge the gap between our education system 
and our workforce needs.
 $         5,125,790   $         3,057,080   $         8,182,870   $         3,060,000   $         1,990,000   $         5,050,000 
4.1.1,4.1.2,4.1.3,4.1.4,4.2.1
,4.2.2
II.G  Innovation/Emerging Industries To support the growth of the state’s high-tech and high-
growth industry under the goals of the SC Innovation 
Plan.
 $         1,813,420   $         1,813,420   $         1,830,000   $         1,830,000  2.3.1, 2.3.2, 2.3.3
All Other Items Regional Economic Development Organizations, SC 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership, Shared 
Resources, Council on Competitiveness,  Small 
Business Development Centers, Economic 
Development Hubs  and Community Development 
Infrastructure and the Town of Lamar. 
 $         7,811,082   $             117,502   $         7,928,584   $         7,500,000   $             100,000   $         7,600,000  1.1.3, 2.1.3









Agency Code:      P320 Section: 050
Legal Standards Template












1 13‐1‐10  State Statute Establishes DOC as an agency to be comprised of various divisions, such divisions to have the functions 
and powers as provided for by law.
No No












5 13‐1‐40 State Statute Establishes the Secretary's authority to appoint advisory councils. No No
6 13‐1‐45 State Statute Establishes SC Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Fund and criteria for funds implementation. 
Program funded from Tobacco Settlement Proceeds and has been completed.
No No
7 13‐150 State Statute Establishes annual audit of DOC. No Yes Report our agency must/may provide Annual Audit
8 13‐1‐380 State Statute Establishes the Recycling Development Advisory Council and its functions. Yes Yes Other service or product our agency 
must/may provide
Establish RDMAC
9 13‐1‐1710     State Statute Creates the Coordinating Council for Economic Development with the Secretary of Commerce as Chair 
and the heads of ten other agencies as members.
No No
10 13‐1‐1720 State Statute Establishes the purposes and duties of the Council. No Yes Other service or product our agency 
must/may provide
Establish CCED
11 13‐1‐1730 State Statute Establishes annual reporting requirement. No Yes Other service or product our agency 
must/may provide
Annual reporting requirements
12 13‐1‐1740 State Statute Council to make recommendations to Governor, General Assembly, and Budget & Control Board as to 
economic development programs, policies, and appropriations.
No No




14 13‐1‐1760 State Statute Council shall not infringe on authority of members agencies. No No
15 13‐1‐1810 State Statute Transfers the powers and duties of Regional Education Centers (REC) to DOC. No No
















































20 Proviso 50.1 State Proviso Any proceeds from the sale of publications may be retained in the agency. No No





22 Proviso 50.3 State Proviso This proviso allows the Coordinating Council for Economic Development the authority to transfer 
economic development funds at its disposal to the Closing Fund.
No No
23 Proviso 50.4 State Proviso Allows the carry forward of funds collected from SC companies for trade shows. No No
24 Proviso 50.5 State Proviso Requires the establishment of a Special Events Advisory Committee and expenditure and reporting 
guidelines.
No No
25 Proviso 50.6 State Proviso Revenue received from the sublease on non‐state owned office space may be retained and expended to 
offset the cost of the department's leased office space.
No No








28 Proviso 50.9 State Proviso Requires the transfer of $500,000 shall be made available for the routing, planning and construction of I‐
73.
Yes Yes Distribute funding to another entity Transfer to DOT for I‐73





30 Proviso 50.11 State Proviso Application fees received by the department must be deposited within five business days from the 
Coordinating Council application approval date.
No No
31 Proviso 50.12 State Proviso The Recycling Market Development Advisory Council must submit an annual report outlining recycling 
activities to the Governor and members of the General Assembly by March fifteenth each year.
Yes Yes Report our agency must/may provide Annual RMDAC reporting
32 Proviso 50.13 State Proviso Establishes the guidelines for the disbursement of funds related to the Regional Economic Development 
Organizations.
Yes Yes Distribute funding to another entity Regional Economic Development 
Organizations
33 Proviso 50.14 State Proviso Establishes the guidelines for funds authorized to the SC Mfg Extension Partnership. Yes Yes Distribute funding to another entity SCMEP
34 Proviso 50.15 State Proviso Establishes the guidelines for the disbursement of funds related to the Business Incubator/Innovation 
Program.
Yes No












35 Proviso 50.16 State Proviso Establishes the guidelines for the disbursement of funds related to the Council on Competitiveness. Yes Yes Distribute funding to another entity Council on Competitiveness
36 Proviso 50.17 State Proviso This proviso allows certain grant programs to be carried forward from the current fiscal year for the 
same purpose.
No No





38 Proviso 50.19 State Proviso This proviso allows certain funds to be used for state‐owned rail infrastructure projects. No No
39 Proviso 50.20 State Proviso This proviso allows the Navy Base Intermodal Facility to be considered a distribution facility for the 
purpose of sales tax exemptions.
No No




41 13‐1‐320 State Statute Establishes objectives of the Division of State Development No  Yes Other service or product our agency 
must/may provide
Economic Development
42 13‐1‐330 State Statute Establishes bureaus within the Division of State Development No  No
43 13‐1‐340 State Statute Establishes Director of Division of State Development duties, powers and responsibilities. No  No
44
13‐1‐350
State Statute Establishes Director of Division of State Development duties related to former boards and commissions No  No
45 13‐1‐360 State Statute Confidentiality of information No No








































































































































































68 13‐1‐1320 State Statute Establishes definitions for Division of Public Railways No No
69
13‐1‐1330
State Statute Establishes the powers and duties of Director of division. Yes Yes Other service or product our agency 
must/may provide
Public Rail services
70 13‐1‐1340 State Statute Transfers certain common carrier switching operations to division No No
71 13‐1‐1350 State Statute Establishes power of Director to extend division's operations. No No
72 13‐1‐1355 State Statute Establishes approval requirements for transfer of certain railroad equipment No No
73 13‐1‐1360 State Statute Establishes that bonds of division to be limited obligations. No No
74 13‐1‐1370 State Statute Bonds to be secured by pledge of division revenues. No No
75 13‐1‐1380 State Statute Establishes contract terms for construction and equipment. No No
76 13‐1‐1390 State Statute Establishes required steps prior to acquisition of railroads and equipment. No No
77 13‐1‐1400 State Statute Establishes the power of Director over disbursement of bond proceeds. No No
78 13‐1‐1410 State Statute Requires the financial records of additional acquisitions to be kept separately. No No
79 13‐1‐1420 State Statute Application of proceeds from sale of bonds. No No
80 13‐1‐1430 State Statute Establishes requirements necessary to refunding of bonds. No No
81 13‐1‐1440 State Statute Bonds to be lawful investments. No No
82 13‐1‐1450 State Statute Bonds, revenue, and property of division to be tax exempt. No No
83 13‐1‐1460 State Statute Approval of State Fiscal Accountability Authority as prerequisite to issuance of bonds; procedure. No No
84 13‐1‐1470 State Statute Director not subject to other limitations No No



















Industry Various II.G  Innovation/Emerging Industries Existing and emerging industries within the state
To provide a business environment and climate that promotes economic 
development within our state.
Industry Various II.B. Small Business and Existing 
Industry
 Small business community
To provide a business environment and climate that promotes economic 
development within our state.
Industry Various II.G  Innovation/Emerging Industries  Small business community
To provide a business environment and climate that promotes economic 
development within our state.
Industry Various II.A. Global Business Development National and international businesses making a location decision
To provide a business environment and climate that promotes economic 
development within our state.





Industry Various  II.E.1  Grant Programs - 





Industry Various II.A. Global Business Development Site selection consultants
To provide a business environment and climate that promotes economic 
development within our state.





Industry Various  II.E.1  Grant Programs - 










Local Govts. Various  II.E.1  Grant Programs - 










Local Govts. Various II.F   Regional Education Centers Communities seeking jobs and investment
To provide technical assistance and grants to improve the inventory and 
infrastructure available for economic development.





Local Govts. Various II.E.1  Grant Programs - 
























South Carolina Ports Authority State Government Exporting/Business Development 1‐3
Forestry Commission  State Government Agribusiness Project Management 1‐3
South Carolina Department of Agriculture  State Government Agribusiness Project Management 1‐3
Department of Employment and Workforce State Government Workforce 4
Department of Transportation State Government Infrastructure 3
Department of Health and Environmental Control State Government Permitting and Recycling 2
Jobs Economic Development Alliance State Government Shared Resources Agreement 1‐3
The Governor's Office State Government Leadership/Business Development 1‐5
Department of Natural Resources State Government Permitting 1&3












South Carolina Research Authority State Government Research/Applied Research Center/Innovation 1‐4














State Historic Preservation Office State Government Permitting and Development 3


























Housing and Urban Development Federal Government Community Development  2&3









Name of Partner Entity Type of Partner Entity Description of Partnership Associated Goal(s)
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE























































State Annually March 12, 2020 Outlining of recycling activities during the calendar 
year. https://issuu.com/sccommerce123/docs/rmdac_annual_report_2019







State Annually May 26, 2020 Annual activities of the Palmetto Partners. Executive Budget Office, SC Legislature and Agency  or                        Email 
info@sccommerce.com for a copy of a report




State Annually September 1, 2020 Fines and Fees collected by agency during the year.
https://www.sccommerce.com/sites/default/files/2020‐
09/P320%20Fines%20and%20Fees%20Report%20‐%20FY20.pdf
7 Internal Review and Report Bank Account Transparency The State Fiscal Accountability 
Authority
State Annually September 30, 2019 Activity related to agency back accounts. https://www.sccommerce.com/sites/default/files/2019‐
09/DOC%20BAT%20FY%202018‐19.pdf
8 Internal Review and Report Outstanding Debt Report Executive Budget Office State Annually February of 2020 Outstanding Debt Report for agency.  Email info@sccommerce.com for a copy of a report
9 Internal Review and Report SC Manufacturing Extension Partnership The General Assembly State Annually December 9, 2019 Activities related to the SC Manufacturing Extension 
Partnership.
 Email info@sccommerce.com for a copy of a report
10 Internal Review and Report Council on Competitiveness The General Assembly State Annually December 31, 2019 Activities related to the Council  Email info@sccommerce.com for a copy of a report
11 Internal Review and Report Coordinating Council on Workforce 
Development
The General Assembly State Annually July 1, 2020 Activities related to the Council  Email info@sccommerce.com for a copy of a report
12 External Review and Report Agreed Upon Procedures ‐ Department 
of Commerce
State Auditor’s Office Outside 
Organization
7/1/2018‐
6/30/2019
May 7, 2020
AUP for the Agency
https://osa.sc.gov/wp‐content/uploads/2020/05/P3219‐Final.pdf
13 External Review and Report
Agreed Upon Procedures ‐ Department 
of Commerce Palmetto Partners
State Auditor’s Office Outside 
Organization
1/1/2019‐
12/31/2019
May 1, 2020
AUP for Palmetto Partners
https://osa.sc.gov/wp‐content/uploads/2020/05/P3219‐Palmetto‐Partners‐
Final.pdf
14 External Review and Report
Single Audit
Clifton Larson Allen, LLP Outside 
Organization
State Auditor’s Office State
15 External Review and Report Independent Audit ‐ Division of Public 
Railways
Greene Finney. LLP Outside 
Organization
1/1/2019‐12‐31‐
2019
July 30, 2020
Annual audit for Palmetto Railways
https://osa.sc.gov/wp‐content/uploads/2020/08/P3219‐Palmetto‐
Railways.pdf
7/1/2018‐
6/30/2019
Single Audit for the State of South Carolina
Report and External Review Template
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE Fiscal Year 2019‐2020
Accountability Report
March 6, 2020 https://osa.sc.gov/wp‐content/uploads/2020/04/2019‐Single‐Audit‐
Report.pdf
